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AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
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1 . THE US NAVY WILL ANNOUNCE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IN 
LONDON AT 1 100 GMT ON 30 NOVEMBER 1976: 

THE AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT SHIP USS GUAM (LPH-9) AND THE GUIDED 
MISSILE DESTROYER USS CLAUDE V. RICKETTS (DDG-5) ARE SCHED- 
ULED TO TRANSIT THE SUEZ CANAL ON 1 DECEMBER FOR A PERIOD 
OF ROUTINE OPERATIONS IN THE INDIAN OCEAN. THE TASK GROUP 
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WILL BE COMMANDED BY CAPT T.A. STANLEY, USN, WHO IS COM- 
MANDING OFFICER OF THE USS GUAM. 

2. IF DEEMED APPROPRIATE, EMBASSIES MAY INFORM HOST GOVERN- 
MENTS ON LOW-KEY BASIS OF THIS DEPLOYMENT AFTER THE USN 
ANNOUNCEMENT. 

3. FYI. THIS DEPLOYMENT WILL INCLUDE A PORT VISIT TO 
MOMBASA. KENYA IN RECOGNITION OF THE 13TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
KENYA'S INDEPENDENCE. AT THE INVITATION OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF KENYA, AV-8 HARRIER AIRCRAFT CARRIED ON BOARD GUAM WILL 
CONDUCT A CEREMONIAL FLY BY AS PART OF THE 12 DECEMBER 
INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS IN NAIROBI. THESE DETAILS 

WILL BE THE SUBSTANCE OF A LATER ANNOUNCEMENT THAT HAS 
BEEN COORDINATED CAREFULLY WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF KENYA 
AND SHOULD NOT BE PREMATURELY DISCLOSED BY ADDRESSEES TO 
HOST GOVERNMENTS. END FYI. 

4. AFTER THE 30 NOVEMBER USN ANNOUNCEMENT HAS BEEN MADE, 

THE FOLLOWING Q'S AND A S ARE APPROVED FOR USE BY ADDRESSEES 
ON AN IF-ASKED BASIS: QUOTE Q.l. IS THIS THE FIRST TIME 

THAT US SHIPS HAVE TRANSITTED THE SUEZ CANAL SINCE IT RE- 
OPENED? A. I. NO. SHIPS DEPLOYING TO THE MIDDLE EAST 
FORCE HAVE TRANSITTED THE SUEZ CANAL SINCE ITS REOPENING. 

Q.2. DOES THIS DEPLOYMENT MEAN AN INCREASED US PRESENCE IN 
THE INDIAN OCEAN? 

A.2. NO. THIS DEPLOYMENT CONFORMS TO A USG POLICY TO 
PERIODICALLY OPERATE A VARIETY OF SHIPS IN THE INDIAN OCEAN. 

Q. 3. HOW MANY QUOTE COMBAT UNQUOTE MARINES WILL BE EMBARKED 
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IN GUAM? 

A. 3. ONLY MARINE AVIATION, AVIATION SUPPORT AND A MODEST 
MARINE SECURITY DETACHMENT WILL BE EMBARKED IN GUAM FOR 
THIS VISIT. 

Q.4. WILL EITHER SHIP CARRY NUCLEAR WEAPONS? 

A. 4. IT IS A LONG-STANDING POLICY OF THE USG TO NEITHER 
CONFIRM NOR DENY THE PRESENCE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 

Q. 5. DOES THIS DEPLOYMENT INVOLVE ANY QUOTE ARMS SELLING 
UNQUOTE ASPECTS? 

Q. 5. NO. 
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Q.6. WHAT ARE THE JET AIRCRAFT PARKED ON THE GUAM'S FLIGHT- 
DECK AND WHY? 

A. 6. THE AIRCRAFT ARE USMC AV-8 HARRIER VTOL JET AIRCRAFT. 
THE GUAM IS THE SHIP THAT WAS USED DURING THE MANY MONTHS 
OF EVALUATING THE HARRIER AND ITS CREW IS QUALIFIED FOR 
HARRIER OPERATIONS. UNQUOTE . DECONTROL 13 DECEMBER 1976. 
ROBINSON 
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